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Licensing provisions for older drivers only
April 2010

number
of states           

shortened renewal period 18

vision test required 9

road test required 2

mail or electronic               
renewal prohibited 7
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Effects of license renewal policies for older drivers
Grabowski et al (2004)

• States requiring in-person driver’s license renewal had a 17 
percent lower fatality rate per licensed driver among drivers 
85 and over, compared with states without such laws

• For drivers 65 and older, there was no difference in fatality 
rates for states with and without vision testing, road tests, or 
shortened renewal periods
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Iowa is a leader in older driver licensing policies

• Drivers 70 and older must renew in person every 2 years

• Potentially unfit drivers must take road test
– Referrals from staff who observe drivers during license renewal

– Referrals by family, physician, or law enforcement 

– Police reports on crashes of drivers 80 and older suggest need 
for road test 

• Road test may result in full, restricted, or suspended license

• Restrictions may prohibit driving
– When headlights are required

– On interstates or roads with specified speed limits

– Outside geographic boundary 
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Survey of older drivers in Iowa

• 522 drivers 70 and older renewing licenses during 2006-08

• Telephone interviews shortly after renewal and again
6 months later
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Renewal outcome

percent
(n = 522)

no test, full license 44

test, full license 37

test, restricted license 18

test, license suspended 1
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Number of different restrictions among drivers 
with restricted licenses

percent
(n = 93)

1 46

2 27

3 22

4 5
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Restriction types among drivers with
restricted licenses

percent
with each 
restriction
(n = 93)

head light 71

geographic area 53

speed 44

interstates 18
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Initial survey: Driver characteristics
and driving patterns

no test,
full license

test,
full license

test, 
restricted 
license

average driver age 80 81 83

average weekly miles 81 60 46

percent who drove at night 85 67 38

percent who drove
on high-speed roads 88 81 68



www.iihs.org

Initial survey: Percent who reported visual 
impairments and physical mobility limitations 

no test,
full license

test,
full license

test, 
restricted 
license

diagnosed with

glaucoma 8 7 13

macular degeneration 7 7 34

cataract 58 56 72
difficulty with

climbing stairs 49 65 66

walking one-half mile 44 72 67

doing heavy housework 39 62 56
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Average weekly miles driven
Initial survey vs. follow-up 6 months later
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Percent who drive on high-speed roads
Initial survey vs. follow-up 6 months later
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Percent who drive at night
Initial survey vs. follow-up 6 months later
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Conclusions

• Iowa drivers identified for testing reported more visual 
impairments, and physical mobility limitations

• Most comply with license restrictions

• Official restrictions apparently reinforce some drivers’ 
own decisions 

• Very few self-reported crashes and violations

• Effects on crashes unknown
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