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JUDICIAL    
ETHICSETHICS

CANON 1 A JUDGE SHALL UPHOLD AND PROMOTE THE 
INDEPENDENCE INTERGRITY,  AND IMPARTIALITY OF THE 
JUDICIARY, AND SHALL AVOID IMPROPRIETY AND THE 
APPEARANCE OF IMPROPRIETY.

CANON 2 A JUDGE SHALL PERFORM THE DUTIES OF 
JUDICIAL OFFICE IMPARTIALLY,  COMPETENTLY, AND 
DILIGENTLY.

CANON 3 A JUDGE SHALL CONDUCT THE JUDGE’S 
PERSONAL AND EXTRAJUDICIAL  ACTIVITIES TO MINIMIZE 
THE RISK OF CONFLICT WITH THE OBLIGATIONS OF 
JUDICIAL OFFICE.

CANON 4 A JUDGE OR CANDIDATE FOR JUDICIAL 
OFFICE SHALL NOT ENGAGE IN POLITICAL OR CAMPAIGN 
ACTIVITY THAT IS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
INDEPENDENCE, INTEGRITY, OR IMPARTIALITY OF THE 
JUDICIARY.

Violating these 
rules subjects a 
judge to possible 
censure  censure, 
reprimand, or 
even removal 
from the bench.
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And often 
you may find 

   out about it 
like this:

“You're a real f***wit”, 
drunk judge tells lawyer
Wednesday, January 14, 2009

District judge............... had drunk 
brandy before court.  A drunk   
district judge was thrown out of a 
courtroom after she forcibly kissed 
a solicitor and swore at a 
prosecutor. 

12 Simple
Don'ts



3/12/2009

3

1. Use judicial authority to benefit a 
friend or other person. ABA MODEL CODE OF 
JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.4

Judge Censured for Ruling 
In Cases Involving Girlfriend
October 22, 2004

The Commission on Judicial Conduct has 
formally censured a  judge for ruling on cases 
involving a woman with whom he was 
romantically involved.

The judge, agreed to the censure and the facts 
as presented by the commission, according to an 
Oct. 6 commission report that was released on 
Thursday.

The investigation found that the judge ruled on 
the placement of troubled youths in cases that 
involved his girlfriend, in her role as the 
director of a youth residence.

1. Use judicial authority to benefit a 
friend or other person.  ABA MODEL CODE OF 
JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.4

2.  Use the powers of judge's office 
for judge's own benefit.  ABA MODEL CODE 
OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.3
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judges plead guilty-
profited $2.6 million 
jailing kids
2009-02-13 22:12:26 (GMT)  Reuters 

Two judges pled guilty Thursday in 
federal criminal court.  The
Judges, along side their criminal 
attorneys, pled guilty in federal 
court for accepting $2.6 million in 
payoffs from a private youth 
detention center.

1. Use judicial authority to benefit a 
friend or other person.  ABA MODEL CODE OF 
JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.4

2.  Use the powers of judge's office 
for judge's own benefit.  ABA MODEL CODE 
OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.3

3.  Use the powers of judicial office 
to retaliate against others.  ABA MODEL 
CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.3 canon 4 rule 4.1

Agency reprimands 
ex-judge.
Friday, November 7, 2008, 03:24 PM

The State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct has issued a Judicial Conduct has issued a 
public reprimand against a 
former District Court Judge. 
The commission sanctioned (him) 
for misusing his position to 
attack political opponents.
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1. Use judicial authority to benefit a 
friend or other person.  ABA MODEL CODE OF 
JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.4

2.  Use the powers of judge's office 
for judge's own benefit.  ABA MODEL CODE 
OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.3

3.  Use the powers of judicial office 
to retaliate against others.  ABA MODEL 
CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.3 canon 4 rule 4.1

4.  Use your office or title when not 
conducting official judicial 
business.  ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
canon 1 rule 1.3

justice of the peace 
reprimanded
Thursday, January 15, 2009, 04:00 PM

The State Commission on Judicial Conduct has 
reprimanded a  justice of the peace for violating 
three ethical rules after a near accident with a  
student in 2008.  According to the commission, 
(the)  justice of the peace followed the student, 
and asked her to appear in his courtroom the 
next morning.   
(He) met the unnamed student and her father 
sitting at the bench wearing his judicial robes.  
he admitted growing annoyed when the 
student’s father questioning his authority to 
order the student to appear in court. At the 
judge’s direction, a citation for making an 
improper lane change was issued.

5   talk to one side of a case without 
the other side being present. ABA MODEL 
CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.10 rule 2.9
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Florida Judge Accused 
of Improper 
Relationship and 
Conduct
Published 1, May 26, 2008 

A new judge is under scrutiny over improper 
her relationship and conduct. the chief 
criminal judge, is accused of having a 
romantic relationship with defense 
attorney and also discussing pending 
murder cases over dinner with prosecutors 
— including laughing about the evidence, 
jurors, and capital charges. 

5   let your personal life affect 
decisions in the courtroom.  ABA MODEL 
CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.4 rule 2.9

6.  engage in behavior that is biased 
or that constitutes harassment.   ABA 
MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 2 rule 2.3

Butt-slapping judge warned
May 30, 2008

According to findings, (a) judge, behaved badly 
at a Christmas party. Lawyers, court staff, 
police and others,  told the commission that (he) 
slapped the female attorney’s buttocks. 

the second judge asked an attorney the origin 
of his first name  When told that it was of of his first name. When told that it was of 
African origin, the judge engaged  in a 
conversation about the transportation of 
enslaved Africans to the Americas. The 
commission found that the judge’s comments, 
along with a discussion about possible 
settlement in the personal injury case and his 
statement that he is a Republican, made (the 
attorney's) clients question the impartiality of 
the court.
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5   let your personal life affect 
decisions in the courtroom.  ABA MODEL 
CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.4 rule 2.9

6.  engage in behavior that is biased 
or that constitutes harassment.   ABA 
MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 2 rule 2.3

P      7.  Publicly raise money or support 
any effort to raise money for 
anyone.  ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 3 
rule 3.7

Judge Admonished for 
Fund Raising
April 5, 2007

With nearly two decades of judicial 
experience, a (judge) should have known 
better than to engage in fund raising on 
behalf of a networking group   behalf of a networking group.  

the commission admonished (the judge) 
for improperly raising funds on behalf of 
a group that donated the funds to local 
not-for-profit organizations to benefit 
women and families. 

5   let your personal life affect 
decisions in the courtroom.  ABA MODEL 
CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT  canon 2 rule 2.4 rule 2.9

6.  engage in behavior that is biased 
or that constitutes harassment.   ABA 
MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 2 rule 2.3

7   P      7.  Publicly raise money or support 
any effort to raise money for 
anyone.  ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 3 
rule 3.7

8.  Engage in the practice of law, or 
give legal advice as a full time 
judge.  ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 3 
rule 3.1
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Panel: Bench judge, 
don't just reprimand
December 11, 2007

A disciplinary committee voted yesterday to 
recommend suspension for a judge who helped 
shield her lawyer-husband's assets as he was 

e  ebeing disbarred.

At the hearing, (the judge)  struggled at times to 
remain composed. A former member of the 
committee, she said it did not occur to her when 
she and her husband created a family trust that 
changing ownership of real estate would be 
considered a violation of judicial ethics, but had 
since realized her error.

9.  Lose your temper in public ever.
ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.3, 
canon 2.3

Ex-Judge Reprimanded 
for Training 
Conference Remarks
Feb 29, 2008

A  judge has been reprimanded for disparaging 
remarks about African Americans she made at a remarks about African-Americans she made at a 
drug court training conference.

The judge became upset with the county drug 
court planning team attending the conference 
with her. According to a complaint by the 
Commission on Judicial Performance, (she) said 
that as far as she was concerned "the African-
American community can just go to hell," the 
Associated Press reports.
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9.  Lose your temper in public ever.
ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.3, 
canon 2.3

10. Do anything that is undignified 
or  otherwise reflects poorly on 
the judiciary. ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL 
CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.2 rule 1.3.

Obscenity trial halted 
over Judge's online 
porn
June 12, 2008

A high-profile obscenity trial has 
been put on hold after it emerged 
that the top judge hearing it had 
posted sexually explicit material on 
his personal website including 
footage of a semi-naked man 
cavorting with a sexually aroused 
farm animal. 

9.  Lose your temper in public ever.
ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.3, 
canon 2.3

10. Do anything that is undignified 
or  otherwise reflects poorly on 
the judiciary. ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL 
CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.2 rule 1.3.

11  Make rulings not in accordance 11. Make rulings not in accordance 
with the law. ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
canon 1 rule 1.1
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Judge Admonished for 
Banishing Defendant 
From County
May 07, 2008

A     A district judge who banished 
from her county a defendant 
she said was wreaking "havoc" 
has been admonished by a state 
judicial disciplinary panel. 

9.  Lose your temper in public ever.
ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.3, 
canon 2.3

10. Do anything that is undignified 
or  otherwise reflects poorly on 
the judiciary. ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL 
CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1 2 rule 1 3CONDUCT canon 1 rule 1.2 rule 1.3.

11. Make rulings not in accordance 
with the law. ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
canon 1 rule 1.1

12. Break the law. ABA MODEL CODE OF JUDICIAL 
CONDUCT  canon 1 rule 1.1

judge charged with sex 
crimes
Feb. 28, 2009

A judge is now facing charges after allegedly 
patronizing and threatening to kill a prostitute

Judge Pleads Guilty of Judge Pleads Guilty of 
DWI, Cocaine
(AP) September 2, 2004

A former chief judge caught driving with a 
blood-alcohol level at twice the legal limit 
pleaded guilty Thursday to DWI and cocaine 
possession. He was sentenced to a year of 
probation.


