Safety Culture

The Traffic Safety Culture Index
The AAA Foundation began a new research initiative in 2006 to address safety culture in the U.S., specifically focusing on public attitudes toward traffic safety. The goals of this initiative are to describe, to measure, and—most importantly—to change attitudes toward traffic safety. In 2008, we published the results of our first annual public survey of the American public—the Traffic Safety Culture Index. This initial survey demonstrated that a significant proportion of the public is already convinced that many dangerous traffic behaviors, such as speeding and distracted driving, are serious safety problems, yet admit that they engage in those same behaviors anyway; and found virtually no relationship between people’s knowledge of the number of annual traffic fatalities and their level of concern about traffic safety nor their driving behavior. We are currently revising our questionnaire and expect to actually initiate the next survey in March. 

Traffic Safety Culture Symposium
In collaboration with the Western Transportation Institute, the AAA Foundation is hosting a Traffic Safety Culture Symposium in Big Sky, Montana on June 22, 2009.  The objective of the Symposium is to increase understanding and unify concern amongst traffic safety researchers, practitioners, and policymakers about the role of traffic safety culture on (1) behavioral factors that increase rural (and national) traffic crash risk; and (2) attitudinal barriers to public and political acceptance of traffic safety interventions. By affecting the audience with this information, it is hoped that future practice, policy, funding and research agendas will prioritize the role of culture in rural traffic safety. Leading national and international experts and advocates from different disciplines will present covering specific issues related to the definition, quantification, analysis, evolution and modification of culture. For more information about registration please visit http://www.meetingsnorthwest.com/TSCsummit.html. 
usRAP and Road Safety
usRAP 
To make the highway system safe, decision-makers need to be able to identify safety risks and match them up with remedies that are known to save lives. In 2004, the AAA Foundation initiated a pilot project, conducted in Iowa and Michigan, to explore the technical and political feasibility of adapting the European Road Assessment Program (EuroRAP) in the United States to evaluate and benchmark the relative safety of roads using metrics that incorporate historical crash data and safety-relevant roadway inventory data. A feasibility assessment and report on the initial two-state pilot project was published in the 2006. Since then, the usRAP team has continued to work in Iowa and Michigan, to track the performance of their roadway systems and document successful implementations of risk-reducing measures. Under Phase II of the pilot program additional work was completed in Florida and New Jersey in 2008. Phase III is currently underway in Illinois, Kentucky, New Mexico, and Utah.  Phase III includes continued work on developing risk maps based on historical crash data, as well as further research into the development and refinement of a “star rating” protocol to rate the relative risk of roads based on their design and safety features. Following completion of phase III, we expect to transition into nationwide implementation of the program, pending ongoing discussions with Navteq and other development activities.  On a related note, the Australians have launched AusRAP, and a new organization called the International Road Assessment Program (iRAP) has been organized to spread the RAP concept around the globe. All usRAP products, as well as links to the EuroRAP, AusRAP, and iRAP programs, are available at www.usrap.us.
For more information about these or other AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety projects, visit www.aaafoundation.org or call (202)-638-5944. Please email any general inquires to info@aaafoundation.org. 


