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Nontraffic incidents are a significant cause of injury and death; especially to young children.  Some studies have shown that children ages 1-3 may be at MORE risk in driveways and parking lots than as passengers in motor vehicles!  This is a huge change for the injury prevention community to embrace; but in time we will find that nontraffic incidents will be listed as one of the top five killers of young children.  In 70% of these incidents, a direct family member is responsible for the death of the child; and not surprisingly these are as intense a tragedy as anyone can imagine.
These incidents are not only predictable but preventable.  Begin incorporating the warning messages and safety tips below in your injury prevention programs immediately.  Ideas include:
Child passenger safety technicians:  Make sure all child passengers have left the vehicle before conducting car seat checks.  Vehicles can be inadvertently knocked into gear or children can become entrapped in a power window.  This should be a “rule” that is followed during all car seat events. Information about the dangers children face in or around motor vehicles should be provided during all car seat checkup events and at any other opportunity while working with parents and caregivers.  The message during car safety seat checkups could be: “Now that we have your children correctly and safely restrained in the back seat of your vehicle; don’t ever leave them alone in the vehicle.”  Share the tips below.  No one ever thinks they could possibly forget their child in the backseat; but a child dies from hyperthermia every 10 days in the US because they have been forgotten in the back seat……..in most cases by very good and conscientious parents.   

Injury prevention programs:  There is a lack of information about driveway tragedies or safety guidelines to prevent them.  The danger of the driveway needs to be incorporated into all ‘Home Safety” programs.  Parents are being educated about the many dangers in and around the home; but programs are NOT adding information about how dangerous the driveway can be for young children.  Every year, thousands of children are hurt or die because a driver backing up or moving forward very slowly did not see them. 

Law enforcement professionals:  Nontraffic incidents occur on private property and therefore had not been recorded in traffic statistics.  Improved and separate record keeping should be a priority with special efforts to determine the number and characteristics of these events. Proactive data collection of nontraffic incidents can help to fund prevention programs that will help to reduce these tragedies.   
“Blind zone” demonstrations should be added to safety fairs and all education opportunities.  Consumers truly do not understand or appreciate that all vehicles have large blind zones behind them.  It’s impossible to prevent hitting something you literally cannot see.   

Specific safety messages to help prevent children 
from being injured OUTSIDE of a motor vehicle
KidsAndCars.org urges all adults to heighten their awareness before they engage a vehicle into gear; especially when children are present.  Young children are impulsive and unpredictable; still have very poor judgment, and little understanding of danger.  In addition, young children do not recognize boundaries such as property lines, sidewalks, driveways or parking spaces.  Toddlers have established independent mobility between the ages of 12-23 months, but the concept of personal safety is absent.  Children stuck by vehicles are often the predictable consequence of a child following a parent/relative into the driveway without their knowledge.  We call this the “Bye-bye” syndrome. 

We suggest using the term “blind zone” inside of “blind spot” because the term “blind spot” is associated with the ‘spot’ drivers cannot see when changing lanes.  When you cannot see 20-30-40 feet behind your vehicle; it certainly is not a spot; but a large zone or area where you are backing blind.

Safety tips

· Walk all the way around and look behind a vehicle prior to moving it.

· Know where your kids are before moving your vehicle. Make sure another adult is properly supervising children so they do not get into the path of a moving vehicle.

· Teach children that parked vehicles might move.  Let them know that even though they can see the vehicle, the driver might not see them.

· To help the driver detect an object or person behind a vehicle, consider installing devices such as rear sensors, cameras, special mirrors or lenses.  There are many options available.  Visit www.KidsAndCars.org and click on the technology page for more information.
· Trim the landscaping around your driveway to ensure you can see children.

· Teach your children to never play in, around or behind a vehicle.

· Keep toys and other sports equipment off the driveway.

· Hold a child’s hand when leaving a vehicle.

· Measure the size of your blind zone (area) behind the vehicle(s) you drive.  A 5-foot-1-inch driver in a pickup truck can have a rear blind zone of approximately 8 feet wide by 50 feet long.

· Be aware that steep inclines and large SUV’s, vans and trucks add to the difficulty of seeing behind a vehicle.

· Spoilers, rear seat head restraints, rear-door-mounted spare wheels and some high-mounted brake lights can greatly increase the distance of your blind zone.
· Never leave children alone in or around cars; not even for a minute.

· Keep vehicles locked at all times; even in the garage or driveway and always set your parking brake.

· Keys and/or remote openers should never be left within reach of children.

· Make sure all child passengers have left the car after it is parked.

· Be especially careful about keeping children safe in and around cars during busy times, schedule changes and periods of crisis or holidays.

For additional information about keeping children safe in and around motor vehicles visit: www.KidsAndCars.org
Safety messages to prevent parents from inadvertently 
leaving children alone INSIDE vehicles include:
It is dangerous to leave children alone in a vehicle, even for a minute.  Children can suffer from heat stroke, knock a vehicle into motion, be strangled by a power window or be abducted.  Even with the windows down, the temperature inside a parked car can reach 125 degrees in just minutes.  A child’s body temperature rises 3-5 times faster than an adult’s, resulting in potential heat stroke or even death.

Safety Tips

· Lock vehicles at all times, even in the garage or driveway.

· Store keys out of children’s reach.

· To be sure your child is never forgotten in your vehicle; put your cell phone, handbag, employee ID or briefcase on the floor board in the back seat.  This gives you another opportunity to check the back seat when arriving at your destination to ensure your child is not forgotten.

· Use drive-thru services when available.  Use your debit or credit card to pay for gas at the pump.

· If a child is locked inside a car, get him/her out as quickly as possible.  If he/she is hot or seems sick, call 911 immediately.
· Engage the power window the lock-out switch so children cannot get caught in them.  Power windows can strangle a child or cut off a finger.

· Check vehicles and car trunks right away if a child is missing.

For additional information about keeping children safe in and around motor vehicles visit: www.KidsAndCars.org
Recommendations to keep children safe from 
dangerous power windows include:

Safety Tips

· Always engage the power window ‘lock-out’ mechanism so children can’t play with the windows.

· Ensure children and all other passengers have fingers, hands and arms inside the vehicle before raising the window.

· Be aware that many vehicles’ power windows are still operable after the car is turned off and the key is taken out of the ignition.  Many vehicles’ windows can be operated until a car door is opened.

· Purchase a vehicle with power window switches that must be pulled up or out to raise the window.

· Purchase a vehicle with power windows that automatically reverse the window glass if an obstruction is detected.

· Never leave children alone in or around cars; not even for a minute.

· Keep vehicles locked at all times; even in the garage or driveway and always set your parking brake.

· Keys and/or remote openers should never be left within reach of children.

· Make sure all child passengers have left the car after it is parked.

· Teach your children to never play in, around, or behind a vehicle.

· Be especially careful about keeping children safe in and around cars during busy times, schedule changes, and periods of crisis or holidays.

For additional information about keeping children safe in and around motor vehicles visit: www.KidsAndCars.org
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